
Name: ______________________                                        

Touching Spirit Bear
Study Guide – Chapters 9 & 10
I. Vocabulary

1. penetrating –

2. jutting – 

3. wracked – 

4. stuporous – 

5. frothed – 

6. detonated – 

7. acrid – 

8. vulnerable – 

9. dismal – 

10. skittish – 

II. Questions 

1. Symbolically, what were the gusts of wind and the heavy falling rain trying to do for Cole?  Did this work?  
2. Why do you think Cole is so upset at the sight of a mother bird helping her young children?

3. What near death experience did Cole escape?  Did it change the way he looked at life?

4. Note the weather throughout Chapter 9.  What does this foreshadow?

5. What notable change do we recognize in Cole at the end of Chapter 9?  What does this prove (may be) happening?

6. What is Cole forced to wallow around in?  Who would you expect to be doing this?  What could this be showing symbolically?

7. Why do you think Cole envied the baby sparrows?  What does this tell us about his life?      

8. What realization does Cole come to when considering the cycle of life?  Do you find this to be a bit pessimistic or disturbingly accurate?   

9. Cole says, “Life is empty and meaningless unless he found some meaning.”  What does he mean by this?  Do you agree?

10.  How does a particular piece/chunk of nature almost have revenge on Cole’s life by nearly making him choke to death?  What may have the author been trying to say?

11. What are some of the disgusting things that Cole is forced to eat in order to survive?  Would you be willing to do the same?

12. Any predictions as to what will come of the mouse?

Things to consider: unable to take out his anger on anyone, at.oow as protection from nature and himself, birth imagery (76/77), poop as inability to care for oneself, life as cyclical, existentialism (existence precedes essence), myth of Sisyphus, “With death comes new life”, Beelzebub (Lord of the Flies)

