Name: ______________________                                        

Touching Spirit Bear
Study Guide – Chapters 6-8
Vocabulary

1. passive –

2. fetal position – 

3. turbulent – 

4. gorged – 

5. incessant – 

6. rank – 

7. gluttonous – 

8. brazenly – 

9. mauled – 

10. grimacing – 

Reading Questions 
11. How serious do you feel the physical abuse is with Cole’s father?  Do you think it is limited to physical abuse?  What about Cole’s mother?  What is her role is all this?
12. What truth is revealed at the Circle Justice meeting?  How did Cole’s father react to this now being out in the open?    
13. What does Cole’s mother do when Cole asks her to speak up about the physical abuse taking place in their home?  Do you think she is justified considering the circumstances?  
14. Consider Peter’s mom’s comment about Cole Matthews.  Does she have a legitimate point?  How would you feel as a parent?
15. Did you find Peter’s comment about Cole’s punishment disturbing or justifiable under the circumstances?
16. What did Garvey call Cole out on when talking about his father lying at the meeting?  Do you think this had any effect on Cole’s attitude toward life?
17. What is the most important thing that one can do in “extreme isolation?”  How might this help Cole come to terms with what he has done?
18. What did Cole find fascinating about the orca whale and her baby swimming in the body of water?  Does he appreciate nature yet?  
19. What reappeared in front of Cole?  What was his initial reaction to what he should do?  

20. What change do you notice about the weather?  What does this mean symbolically?

21. When Cole cornered the Spirit Bear, what did Cole expect the bear to do?  Did he do this?  What did Cole intend to do?

22. What does Cole contemplate about when thinking about backing away from the bear?  What does this prove about his personality?  What makes him go for it anyway?

23. In the beginning of Chapter 8, what happens between the bear and Cole?      

24. Why did the author go through so much detail describing the brutal beating of Cole inflicted by the bear?

25. What part of the bear did Cole keep in his pocket?  Why did he do this?

26. Why did the author decide to allow Cole to survive the near death swimming expedition and the mauling by a large bear?

27. What did Cole start to contemplate after his near death mauling?  Is this the point of the island?

