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Touching Spirit Bear

Study Guide – Chapters 23 & 24
I. Vocabulary

1. fester –

II. Questions 

1. What was the secret of becoming invisible?  How exactly did Cole achieve this task?  What do you do to achieve this?  
2. Cole intuitively observes that most people probably do not have the time to enjoy the miracles of nature and life.  Do you think this is true as a whole in the world today?

3. What, off Cole’s face, returned to the soil “to which they belonged?”  What could this be representing?
4. Cole clearly encountered the Spirit Bear again, but do you think it was the actual Spirit Bear or simply a manifestation in his mind?  

5. Describe Cole’s anger dance in detail.  What sort of things did he do?  How did Cole feel afterwards?  

6. After his dance, Cole collapsed to the ground.  “A large set of eyes reflected the light”  Who or what do you think is watching over him?  

7. What did Cole realize about his anger?  Do you think this is true?      

8. What are some of the important things that Cole carves into the totem pole?  What do you think they represent?   

9. How do you think the salmon leaping out of the water and toward their destination is representing life as a whole?

10.  What holiday did Cole spend all alone?  Why did this remind him so much of his extreme loneliness?  

11. What shocking thing do we find out that Peter tried to do?  Do you empathize with Peter?

12. Why is Edwin so willing to listen to Cole’s suggestion about Peter coming to the island, now?  Do you think this is a good idea?

Things to consider: loneliness, worthlessness, constant thoughts of Peter, more time spent in pond (despite the cold), invisibility, at.oow, “Its proud existence challenged him,” crying himself to sleep at night, lots of reading and school work, “Forgiving gives me control again,” 

