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Touching Spirit Bear

Study Guide – Chapters 19 & 20

I. Vocabulary

1. dawdled –

2. quizzically – 

II. Questions 

1. At the beginning of the chapter, what does Cole refuse to do?  How does Garvey react to this act of defiance?   
2. Why is Garvey so upset with Cole’s words?

3. What did Cole do all on his own?  Do you think this is something he wants to do or feels obligated to do it?

4. When Cole first reaches for the ancestor rock, what activity does this remind you of?  Does this promote peace of mind and tranquility?  

5. How did Cole react when he caught a glimpse of the white flash in front of him?  Do you blame him?  

6. What piece of advice do they give to Cole regarding dancing?  Is this true?

7. How does Cole portray the Spirit Bear in his dance?  Why does he probably pick this one particular event?      

8. Describe how Cole reacts to the water when he travels with Garvey and Edwin.  How is this different from the first time he went in there with Edwin?   

9. What is Garvey’s “present” to Cole?  What does he tell Cole about this particular piece of weaponry?

10.  As Garvey and Edwin pull away in the skiff, what does Cole start to think about?  

11. What are some of the specific examples from the previous two chapters to support that Cole is not the same person as before?

12. Make a prediction: How will Cole do without the help of Garvey and Edwin?

Things to consider: becomes one with the water (tranquility), “The water somehow suspended his whole existence,” constantly thinking about all the events in his life to bring him to this point, Edwin’s distrust, final feast (Last Supper), Cole self-realization that he is not the same person, contemplation of his decisions

