
Name: ______________________                                        

Touching Spirit Bear

Study Guide – Chapters 17 & 18

I. Vocabulary

1. menacingly –

2. breaching – 

3. stoked –  

II. Questions 

1. What strange comment does Cole share with the reader in regards to Peter?  Do you find this surprising?  Do you think he means it?   
2. What analogy does Cole make about his thoughts?  What does he mean by this?

3. What does Edwin make Cole do to the stick?  What is this trying to prove to Cole about his anger?  Do you think this demonstration makes sense?

4. What was Garvey’s comment regarding the last shelter?  What do Edwin and Garvey refuse to do?  

5. Edwin told Cole that _____________ has no place on the island.  Where does Cole show it?  

6. Edwin and Garvey are celebrating the powers of ___________________.  Why do you think they are so in touch with it?

7. How does Cole act during the whale dance?  Did you notice anything odd about how he was acting during the dance?  If so, how?      

8. Where does Edwin keep taking Cole each morning?  What do you think Edwin’s reason for this “swim” is?   

9. What does “carrying your ancestors” mean?  What is this supposed to prove to Cole about his ancestors and choices?

10.  What is Cole to do when he reaches the top of the hill with his “ancestors?”  What is this supposed to represent for Cole?  

11. What was the first intelligent question that Cole had asked, according to Edwin?  What was his response?  What does this tell us about their crimes?

12. Make a prediction: Will Cole have what it takes to build a shelter, coexist with Garvey and Edwin, become one with nature and control his anger once and for all?

Things to consider: “Half of being trusted is to trust”, half empty or half full, happiness and anger (146), winter time, good advice, what they learned, anger dance, ancestors (155) 

