
8th Grade Language Arts Syllabus  
 

WHAT SCHOOL LOOKS LIKE RIGHT NOW: 
I understand that right now, during remote learning, I am to report to class each day via the link 
provided in Google Classroom. (It may be a Go Guardian, Zoom, or Google Hangout Link.) The 
teacher will take attendance, greet the class, provide the lesson and/or instructions, and I will 
complete assignments and perhaps check in again at the end of class if I am told to do so. I can 
reach out to my teacher with questions during the independent work portion of class through 
various methods.  
 
I understand that, just like in the typical classroom, each day will be different. Some days will be 
composed of longer direct instruction or review by the teacher, some days will consist of 
independent work with video conferencing and chat opportunities available, while other days will 
be filled with small-group instruction, conferencing, or sharing. *However, again, I understand 
that I am to log on to class each day through the link provided in Google Classroom.  
 
 
BEHAVIORS: I understand that I am to be punctual, prepared, productive, and respectful, both 
virtually and in-person.  
 
VIRTUAL CLASSROOM NORMS: I understand the norms (what is normally done) of a virtual 
classroom. I will arrive on time or a few minutes early with a charged laptop and 
headphones/earbuds, identify myself with my given first and last name, be dressed 
appropriately, stationed in a quiet place, keep my camera on and microphone muted until the 
teacher turns it on, mute myself when I am done speaking, remain on task and in front of the 
camera for the duration of class unless instructed otherwise, follow the person who is speaking 
with my eyes, post respectful reactions to ideas in the chat, raise my hand to speak, treat 
members of the class with care and respect, respond to my classmates' ideas, and ask 
questions.  
 
MATERIALS: I understand that I should arrive to each session prepared with my folder, 
3-subject notebook, laptop, earbuds/headphones, charger, and writing utensil.  
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY: I understand that there will be consequences for cheating/copying 
of another's work or providing work to another student to copy/ fabrication/ falsification/ 
tampering/plagiarism/ unfair advantage.  
 
❖ I understand that if an assignment is labeled INDEPENDENT, I am to work alone.  
❖ I understand that if an assignment is labeled GROUP WORK/COLLABORATIVE, I may 

work with another student/other students in which all members contribute their original 
work.  

 



❖ 1st incident: discuss with student (reduction of points at teacher discretion), inform 
parent. 

❖ 2nd incident: Parent Conference  
❖ 3rd incident: Possible Admin Conference 

 
GRADEBOOK: I understand that assignments will be weighted as follows:  
 
❖ TESTS (PROCESSED WRITING/COLD READ ASSESSMENTS/PROJECTS)= 45% 
❖ QUIZZES= 35% 
❖ CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK= 20% 

 
LATE POLICY: I understand that classwork should be completed by the due date, and quizzes 
and tests should be completed within 24 hours of the due date. However, quizzes and tests assigned 
in a GOOGLE FORM are expected to be completed during my assigned class periods. 
 
After 48 hours, the assignment can be closed. I understand that my work will be penalized by 10 
points per day from the earned grade.  
 
RETAKES OF SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT: I understand that I may retake EITHER 1 test OR 
1 quiz per marking period. I must complete the retake within 3 days of receiving the graded 
assessment.  I must notify the teacher of my intention to request a retake.  The teacher will then 
announce an opportunity for me to attend an informative group conference prior to the retake. 
My attendance is recommended but optional.  The higher of the two grades will remain; they will 
not be averaged. 
 
INDEPENDENT READING BOOK: I understand that I need to obtain a novel (chapter book, 
fiction) to read that is appropriate to both my reading and interest levels. I understand that I can 
use the Gloucester County Library System (such as the West Deptford Library branch)  to check 
out books or purchase my own books. I understand that I should read about a chapter or at 
least ten pages a day in order to participate in books talks and other independent reading 
assignments.  


