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Touching Spirit Bear
Study Guide – Chapters 3 -5


Directions: Please write the part of speech and definition for each of the following vocabulary words.

1. ricocheted (              )- 



2. searing (              )-



3. surged (              )-



4. engulfed (              )-



5. transparent (              )-



6. rhythmically (              )-



7. cynical (              )-

Directions- Answer the following questions in complete sentences with textual evidence. 
1. What shocking (or not so shocking) thing do we come to realize about Cole’s living situation?  How could this have a negative impact on Cole’s emotions/outlook on life?
2. What was Garvey’s intention with showing Cole the cake demonstration?  Did it serve its intended purpose?
3. What does Cole not realize about Peter’s situation?  What does Peter have to overcome?  Do you think he is capable?
4. What secret ability does Cole have that Garvey does not know about?  How does Cole plan on using this to his advantage?
5. Why are circles so important to this community?  What do circles represent?  Think about life.  
6. What was Cole’s initial reaction to the prospect of seeing Peter for the first time after the brutal beating?  Is this surprising?  
7. Describe how Cole’s parents act at the meeting.  Which would you prefer to have next to you?  
8. What does the feather represent during the meetings?  What is the need of having a feather at these types of meetings?
9. Do you think that Cole is sincere about his willingness to heal by way of Circle Justice?  Explain.
10. Why do you think Peter’s speech was dull and slow?  Is it Cole’s fault?
11. Why couldn’t Cole make any headway away from the island?  Symbolically, what do you think might be happening here?  
12. Cole has an encounter with a rather large white bear.  What is his first thought about what to do about it?  Do you doubt that Cole is seeing the bear?

13. What seemingly unimportant item becomes very important to Cole in the cold night?  What do you think this item is representing?

Directions: After checking your study guide with your group, discuss the meaning of the following symbols. 
Notes:
Symbolism Review
p. 31 fire =

p. 34 circle =

p. 37 hands

              mom =


dad =

p.  38  feather =

 p. 41     tide/current =

p. 45    at’oow= 

           water= 

