
Name: ______________________                                        

Touching Spirit Bear

Study Guide – Chapters 13 & 14

I. Vocabulary

1. antibiotics –

2. hypothermia – 

3. wince – 

4. tousled – 

5. wring – 

6. relinquish – 

7. monotonous – 

8. reverently – 

9. dynamic character – 

10. static character – 

II. Questions 

1. Cole was scouring the room for what object…again?  What it was taken away from Cole what surprising thing did he reach for and grab?  Does this show trust or desperation?  
2. Has Cole accepted that he has made some bad choices in his life?  Do you think he is capable of this change?
3. Describe what the “monster” dream represented to Cole.
4. What does Garvey reveal to Cole about his past?  Do you think this is why Garvey has such a soft spot for Cole?
5. When does Cole show that he understands the cake demonstration that Garvey told him in the beginning of the book?  
6. When Cole says, “Whatever happens now, I’m done being mad.”  Who is immediately skeptical about Cole’s response?  How does he respond to Cole’s words?
7. What shocking truth do Garvey and Edwin tell Cole about the Spirit Bear?  Do you think he was really there? .      

8. What type of concrete proof does Cole have to prove he did, in fact, see the Spirit Bear?  Why does he choose not to show them the proof?  What is changing in his character?   

9. What happened to Cole’s father?  Do you think he deserved this?
10.  What part of the Spirit Bear brought Cole a certain level of serenity or calmness?  Why do you think this is?
11. What realization did Cole have about the bear in relation to the beating it inflicted on him?  Does this make sense?
12. Make a prediction: Do you think Cole is going to serve any jail time? Explain
Things to consider: mirrored water, fur drifting away, mom happier, father’s past
