
Name: ______________________                                        

Touching Spirit Bear

Study Guide – Chapters 11 & 12

I. Vocabulary

1. quarry –

2. replenish – 

3. forage – 

4. dredged – 

5. sauntered – 

6. resigned – 

7. abruptly – 

8. parched – 

9. furrowed – 

10. delirium – 

II. Questions 

1. What was your initial reaction to the beginning of this chapter?  Was it necessary for the author to use this type of imagery?  What do you think was his purpose in doing this?  
2. After the mouse incident, what did Cole decide to eat...again?  Do you think this is necessary under the circumstances?  Could you do it?

3. What was Cole’s purpose for spitting at the Spirit Bear?  Did he really want to spit on the bear or was it something more?

4. When the bear licked up Cole’s spit, what was the bear basically saying?  What does this prove about Cole?

5. What did the dream about Cole being the baby sparrow represent?  Why was he the baby sparrow in the dream?

6. What did Cole find when he truly looked into the eyes of the Spirit Bear?  What do you think he expected to find?

7. Why was Cole so interested in touching the bear?  Describe what he felt upon touching the bear.      

8. What was happening with the weather towards the end of Chapter 12?  What could this be foreshadowing?  What does Cole finally realize about nature and the landscape around him?   

9. What are some of the important things that Cole feels before he feels himself drifting away towards death?

10.  Why is Cole disappointed about his “death?”  What was different about what he thought it would be like?  How do you picture it?

11. When Cole was drifting in and out of consciousness, what was he desperately trying to find?  Was his intention strictly to keep warm or was it something else?

12. Make a prediction: Do you think Cole has changed by the end of this chapter?  If so, explain.

Things to consider: Beelzebub (Lord of the Flies), mouse as a insignificant creature, energy is life and life is energy, seal with her pups, helplessness, awakening, hallucinations, Garvey (true friend?)

