Name ___________________________________________ Date ________________________ Block _______
“Flowers for Algernon”

What is theme?
Theme is an observation about life that the author shares with the reader. A theme should not be confused with the subject/topic of the story (one word noun) or the moral (an imperative sentence that provides a lesson).
 The theme is usually more important and usually harder to figure out. For example, in Edgar Allan Poe’s story “The Tell-Tale Heart”, the subject of the story is guilt, but a theme is “Guilt often forces wrongdoers to confess their crimes.”
Directions: Think for a moment about what the most important word in “Flowers for Algernon” might be. Brainstorm a list in the box below. After you have made your list, circle the word you think is the most important of all.
	


Directions: Now that you have chosen the most important word, go back through the story and look for what the author and narrator (Charlie) have to say about that word. These passages will give you clues to the message the author wishes to send his readers.  You should find at least FIVE good quotes from the story.

	PAGE #
	QUOTE OR PASSAGE

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Directions: Now, based on the information you have gathered, decide what you think the author is saying about the word you circled on at the beginning of this lesson. Write it below in the form of a declarative sentence that uses that word. (Consult the “Tell-Tale Heart” example on the other side.) I provided plenty of room for you to write the theme several different ways or various themes. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Finally, visit the Padlet link uploaded to the Weebly and post one theme. I will not approve inaccurate or improperly worded themes. 
http://padlet.com/MrsPaterna/gt60djfyav8l
Directions: Use the information you have gathered above to fill in the following paragraph frame to answer the following question. Be sure to use the quotes you wrote down from the story.
What is the major theme in Daniel Keyes’s story, “Flowers for Algernon”?


A major theme of Daniel Keyes’ “Flowers for Algernon” is ______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
This is the theme because _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

The theme is present in the story when _________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The author’s message was ____________________ because ___________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
