
“There Will Come Soft Rains” - Study Guide

1. Tone - 

2. Mood -

3. What is the setting of the story?

4. Protagonist - 

5. Make a list of potential symbolic objects and determine their symbolic value in the story.

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

· ________________________________________________________

8.  Name some futuristic things that the house can do.

9.  Analyze the following statement: “The house stood alone in the city of rubble and ashes.  This was the one house left standing.  At night the ruined city gave off a radioactive glow which could be seen for miles.”

10.  Analyze the following statement: “The entire west face of the house was black, save for five places.  Here the silhouette in paint of a man mowing the lawn.  Here, as in a photograph, a woman bent to pick flowers.  Still farther over, their images burned on wood in one titantic instant.”

11.  Why did the dog die?

12.  Analyze the following statement: “But the gods had gone away, and the ritual of the religion continued senselessly, uselessly.”
13.  Name a few things in the story that were personified.  How did Bradbury accomplish this?

14.  Why did the house continue to make breakfast at a “psychopathic rate” even though the house was on fire?

15.   How does the ending of the story relate to the poem alluded to in the story?  “Within the wall, a last voice said, over and over again and again, even as the sun rose to shine upon the heaped rubble and steam.”

15.  What is Bradbury’s message in this story?  


