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IDENTIFYING TONE IN LITERATURE

Tone- the author’s attitude about a topic/subject

Directions- Read the following paragraphs. Identify the topic of each paragraph and the author’s tone, or attitude, about the topic. Write the topic and tone of each paragraph on the lines provided. Underline or highlight the word choice that hints at the tone. 
1. The way I look at it, someone needs to start finding a cure. What’s the big deal? What’s the rush? Well, people are dying. But the average person doesn’t think twice about it until it affects them or someone they know. Go ahead and turn a blind eye on disease until it knocks on your door and takes your loved ones. 
Topic: _________________________
Tone: __________________________

2. There was a delay in the start of the project, attributable to circumstances beyond the control of all relevant parties. Progress came to a standstill, and no one was prepared to undertake the assessment of the problem and determination of the solution.
Topic: _________________________ 
Tone: __________________________ 

3. This place may be shabby, but since both of my children were born while we lived here, it has a special place in my heart. 
Topic: _________________________ 
      Tone: __________________________ 



4. This isn’t the greatest apartment in the world, but it has everything I need: a place to eat and sleep. 

Topic: _________________________ 
Tone: __________________________ 

5. If only there were some decent jobs out there, I wouldn’t be reduced to living in this miserable dump. 

Topic: _________________________ 
Tone: __________________________ 

6. This place needs some repairs, but I’m sure the landlord will be making skilled repairs soon. 

Topic: _________________________ 
Tone: __________________________ 

7. When we move away, we’re planning to insert three-hundred cockroaches and mice, so we can leave the place exactly as we found it. 

Topic: _________________________
Tone: __________________________ 

8. This is the apartment where we live; it provides shelter. 

Topic: _________________________ 
Tone: __________________________ 






