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Vocabulary: Lesson 11

from “Abraham Lincoln” by James M. McPherson

chastise (v.)- to scold; to punish

contrary (n.)- the opposite

creditor (n.)- a person to whom one owes money; a collector

disdain (n.)- a feeling that something is not worth attention; scorn; dislike
gregarious (adj.)- society-loving; friendly 4

maxim (n.)- a short saying that tells a truth; an adage

mettle (n.)- the ability to cope with a challenge; moral fiber; spirit
penchant (n.)- a liking; a preference

. requirement (n.)- a thing that is demanded or compulsory; a stipulation
O torment (n.)- a cause of pain or suffering; sorrow; misery
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Exercise 2: Using Vocabulary in Context

Select five weekly vocabulary words to use in your own sentences. You must utilize
each sentence pattern at least once (simple, complex, compound, compound-complex).
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With a desire for learning and an ambition for self-
improvernent, [Abraham] devoured every book he
could borrow from the meager libraries of friends
and neighbors. The King James Bible and Pilgrims
Progress offered him maxims for life as well as a
model for the poetic prose that characterized the
best of his later writings. Thomas Lincoln [Abraham’s
father] neither encouraged nor understood his
son’s intellectual ambition; quite the contrary, he
chastised Abraham’s “lazy” preference for reading
over working.

The teenaged Abraham’s thinly veiled disdain
for the life of a backwoods farmer doubtless
irritated his father. Abraham in turn resented the
requirement of law and custom that any wages he
earned before he reached the age of twenty-one—by
hiring out to neighbors to split rails, for example—
must be turned over to his father. Abraham Lincoln’s
hatred of slavery, which denied to slaves the “fruits
of their labor,” may have been influenced by Thomas
Lincoln’s expropriation of Abraham’s earnings. In

any event, relations between Abraham and his father -

grew increasingly strained. . . .

In 1828 Lincoln and a friend took a flatboat load-
ed with farm produce down the Ohio and Mississippi
rivers to New Orleans. He repeated the experience in
1831. These trips widened his horizons and, accord-
ing to popular belief, shocked him with the sight of -
men and women being bought and sold in the slave
markets of New Orleans. Recalling another trip on
the Ohio River to Louisville, he wrote years later that
“there were, on board, ten or a dozen slaves, shack-
led together with irons. That sight was a continual
torment to me; and I see something like it every
time I touch the Ohio, or any other slave-border.”

Exercis;e:_k 1 ::Context Clues

from Abraham Lincoln (informational)
by James M. McPherson

Although Abraham came of age in 1830, he did
not strike out on his own. Once more his father sold
the farm and set forth to greener pastures, this time
in central Illinois. After helping his father clear land,
Abraham hired out to split rails for other farmers—
and this time he kept his earnings. In the summer
of 1831 he settled in New Salem, a village on the
Sangarnon River bluff about twenty miles northwest

" of Springfield.

Lincoln’s six years in New Salem were a
formative period. For a time he drifted from one
job to another: store clerk, mill hand, partner in a
general store that failed, postmaster, surveyor. His
partner in the general store drank up all the profits
and then died. Although Lincoln was required by
law to repay only his half share of the debts left
by the store’s failure, he insisted on repaying all
creditors in full. He wryly referred to this burden
as his “national debt,” but he also earned a valuable
reputation as “honest Abe,” a nickname that would
stick. '

Six feet four inches tall, with a lanky, rawbone~
look, unruly coarse black hair, large ears, a
gregarious personality, and a penchant for telling
humorous stories, Lincoln made many friends.
Among them were Jack Armstrong and his gang of
young toughs, “the Clary Grove boys.” As the new
kid in town with a reputation for physical strength,
Lincoln had to prove his mettle in a wrestling
match with Armstrong, who had previously beaten
all challengers. Sources disagree on who won the
match—apparently it was a draw—but Lincoln won
the respect and loyalty of Armstrong and his friends
despite his refusal to participate in their drinking and
hell-rajsing.

Read the passage above, paying special attention to the words in dark type. These are the Master Words
you will study in this lesson. As you read, look for context clues.in the sentences and paragraphs around
each Master Word. Circle any words and phrases that give clues to the meaning of the Master Words.
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“chast . -creditor . gregarious . mettle requirement .
contrary . disdain ‘maxim  penchant | torment
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° e Exerciséi‘ié’ﬂsing Words in Context

Correct or [ncorrect: Write € on the line if the word is used correctly; write 1 if the word is used incorrectly.

i 1. The teacher will chastise us if we get our homework in on time.

2. With her curiosity, Eliza has a penchant for stumbling into trouble.

3. The maxim you can earn on a test is 100%.

4. Ellie looked at the bully with disdain, almost pitying him.

5. Maria was afraid her sister would mettle in her business, so she seldom shared news.

6. When you use irony, you say something that is the contrary of what you mean.

7. As a gregarious person, Dan usually preferred to be alone.

8. The judge explained the entry requirement and basic rules for the contest.
I

1 9. Alan was expecting a large loan payment from his creditor.

: \ 10. After the torment of the long wait at the airport, the tour group boarded the plane gratefully.

| ——

ip o o Exercise;:ﬁsentence Completion

i From the Master Words, choose the appropriate word for the blank in each of the following sentences.
Write the word in the space provided at the right.

1 1. Sarah was good at her job as a receptionist because she was so ...7... and
i genuinely enjoyed interacting with clients.

2. Tamlyn treated with ...7... the idea that she caused the misunderstanding.

3. Having to “stay” on command was (a, an) ...7... to the hungry dog.

! 4. As soon as the glass hit the ground and shattered, Mark knew his brother
3 would ...7... him for his carelessness.

5. Sancho tried to live by the ...2..., “Try, try again.”

vl 6. With hard work, Millie completed each ...7... for the merit badge.

7. Zach had (a, an) ...2... for finding humor even in tough situations.

8. The ...7... sent repeated reminders to the borrower that the loan payment
was overdue.

9. As strongly as Zach believed his point of view, his sister believed the ...7... .

10. The counselor never doubted that Max had the ...7... to succeed.
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, oo Exercisgf“‘isn‘: Related Words and Meanings

The italic words in the sentences below are related to the Master Words. Write the matching synonym
from the list on the line following the sentence.

Cchastiss 7 disdain gregarious | mettle  penchant

1. Theo’s friendly personality helped guests feel at ease right away.

2. The coach would scold players if he saw them taking the easy way out.

3. With his liking for honesty, Leon refused to lie about the prank.

—~

4. Carly had nothing but contempt for cheaters.

5. The volunteer really showed her spirit when she gave up her holiday to
spend time helping out at the soup kitchen.

b, Exercisg’j 6: Analogies

Determine the relationship between the first pair of words below. Then write the Master Word on the
blank that would create a similar relationship with the second pair of words. The types of analogies used
in this activity are synonyms, antonyms, noun/related adjective, adjective/related noun, and product/
producer. (See page 158 for a guide to analogy types.)

1. ornament . decoration :: . proverb
2. thunderstorm : severe s . minimum
3. ballerina : graceful s : unbeafable
4. land . sea ;1 same
5. garage . carpenter  :: loan
6. modesty : shyness :: backbone
7. idolize : glorify 11 censure
8. hobby . profession :: . indifference
9. awkward : situation - ' . host
10. laziness : sloth 1 scorn
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